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DEFINITIONS — Rule 2.01A

Magistrates’ Court (Miscellaneous Civil Proceedings) Rules 2020

Arbitration Cost Caps
Effective 1 January 2026

Arbitration does not exceed two hours Arbitration exceeds two hours

No PHC With PHC No PHC With PHC
Cap A $2,039 $2,424 $3,060 $3,445
CapB $2,199 $2,677 $3,299 $3,777
Cap C $2,357 $2,932 $3,536 $4,111

DISBURSEMENTS - Rule 2.11

In addition to the costs that may be awarded in Appendices AA (rule 2.08), AB (rule 2.09) and AC (rule 2.10) below,
amounts properly paid or payable out of pocket and the expenses of withesses and interpreters may be allowed.

APPENDIX AA — Professional costs in respect of an arbitration where no offer of compromise made

For all professional costs, including Australian lawyer’s costs and fees to counsel, where the amount awarded:

Amount Awarded

Professional costs
If duration of arbitration does not

Professional costs
If duration of arbitration exceeds

$10,000

exceed 2 hours 2 hours
1 Lsxigg((j) gg,rggcr)e but does not $2.039 $3.060
5 g;’coeoeods $3,000 but is less than $2.199 $3,299
3 Is $5,000 or more but is less than $2.357 $3.536

If a party is awarded costs only and the amount claimed in the complaint:

Professional costs Professional costs
Amount Awarded If duration of arbitration does not | If duration of arbitration exceeds
exceed 2 hours 2 hours
Is $500 or more but is less than
4| $3,000 $2,039 $3,060
Exceeds $3,000 but is less than
5 $5000 $2,199 $3,299
Is $5,000 or more but is less than
6 $10,000 $2,357 $3,536

If a complaint has been the subject of a pre-hearing conference under section 107 or mediation under section 108
of the Magistrates’ Court Act 1989, the following additional amounts may be awarded:

a) $385 if item (1) or (4) applies
b) $478 if item (2) or (5) applies
c) $575 if item (3) or (6) applies
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APPENDIX AB - Professional costs to be awarded to plaintiff where defendant does not accept offer of
compromise

Amount of arbitration award

If offer of compromise
was served within 21
days after notice of
defence given

If offer of compromise

was served within 21

days after pre-hearing
conference (if held)

If offer of compromise
was served at least 14
days before arbitration

where the amount awarded is $500 or
more but does not exceed $3000

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without PHC)

$3,568.25 $3,058.50 $2,548.75

where the amount awarded is $500 or
more but does not exceed $3000

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC)

1| where the amount awarded is $500 or
more but does not exceed $3000
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without
PHC)

where the amount awarded is $500 or
more but does not exceed $3000
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with PHC)

$4,242.00 $3,636.00 $3,030.00

$5,355.00 $4,590.00 $3,825.00

$6,028.75 $5,167.50 $4,306.25

where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without PHC)
where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC)
2 | where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without
PHC)

where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with PHC)

$3,848.25 $3,298.50 $2,748.75

$4,684.75 $4,015.50 $3,346.25

$5,773.25 $4,948.50 $4,123.75

$6,609.75 $5,665.50 $4,721.25

where the amount awarded is $5000 or
more but is less than $10 000

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without PHC)
where the amount awarded is $5000 or
more but is less than $10 000
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC)

$4,124.75 $3,535.50 $2,946.25

$5,131.00 $4,398.00 $3,665.00

3 | where the amount awarded is $5000 or
more but is less than $10 000

(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without
PHC)

where the amount awarded is $5000 or
more but is less than $10 000
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with PHC)

$6,188.00 $5,304.00 $4,420.00

$7,194.25 $6,166.50 $5,138.75
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APPENDIX AC - Professional costs to be awarded where plaintiff does not accept offer of compromise

For the following items:

(i) Numbers in black represent payments from Plaintiff to Defendant.

(ii) Numbers in red represent payments from Defendant to Plaintiff.

Amount of arbitration award

If offer of compromise
was served within 21
days after notice of
defence given

If offer of compromise

was served within 21

days after pre-hearing
conference (if held)

If offer of compromise
was served at least 14
days before arbitration

where the amount awarded is $0.00
and no other relief is granted

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without
PHC)

$3,568.25

$3,058.50

$2,548.75

where the amount awarded is $0.00
and no other relief is granted

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC)

$4,242.00

$3,636.00

$3,030.00

where the amount awarded is $0.00
and no other relief is granted

(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without
PHC)

$5,355.00

$4,590.00

$3,825.00

where the amount awarded is $0.00
and no other relief is granted

(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with
PHC)

$6,028.75

$5,167.50

$4,306.25

where the amount awarded is $1 or
more but less than $500

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without
PHC)

$2,854.60

$1,835.10

$764.63

where the amount awarded is $1 or
more but less than $500

(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC)

$3,393.60

$2,181.60

$909.00

where the amount awarded is $1 or
more but less than $500

(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without
PHC)

$4,284.00

$2,754.00

$1,147.50

where the amount awarded is $1 or
more but less than $500

(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with
PHC)

$4,823.00

$3,100.50

$1,291.88
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If offer of compromise | If offer of compromise .
s o If offer of compromise

Amount of arbitration award was served W't.hm 21 was served within .21 was served at least 14

days after notice of days after pre-hearing davs before arbitration

defence given conference (if held) y

where the amount awarded is $500
or more but does not exceed $3000 $2,854.60 $1,835.10 $764.63
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without $407.80 $815.60 $1,427.30
PHC)
where the amount awarded is $500
or more but does not exceed $3000 $§:1:;i38?)0 $$?é16316?)0 ;{92:{;0:0
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC) ’ ’ U
where the amount awarded is $500
or more but does not exceed $3000 $4,284.00 $2,754.00 $1,147.50
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without $612.00 $1,224.00 $2,142.00
PHC)
where the amount awarded is $500
or more but does not exceed $3000 $4,823.00 $3100.50 $1,291.88
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with $689.00 $1,378.00 $2,411.50
PHC)
where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000 $3,078.60 $1,979.10 $824.63
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without $439.80 $879.60 $1,539.30
PHC)
where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000 $3,747.80 $2,409.30 $1003.88
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC) $535.40 $1,070.80 $1,873.90
where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000 $4,618.60 $2,969.10 $1,237.13
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without $659.80 $1,319.60 $2,309.30
PHC)
where the amount awarded exceeds
$3000 but is less than $5000 $5,287.80 $3,399.30 $1,416.38
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with $755.40 $1,510.80 $2,643.90
PHC)
where the amount awarded is $5000
or more but is less than $10 000 $3,299.80 $2,121.30 $883.88
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (without $471.40 $942.80 $1,649.90
PHC)
where the amount awarded is $5000
or more but is less than $10 000 $4,104.80 $2,638.80 $1,009.50
(arbitration 2 hrs or less) (with PHC) $586.40 $1,172.80 $2,052.40
where the amount awarded is $5000
or more but is less than $10 000 $4,950.40 $3,182.40 $1,326.00
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (without $707.20 $1,414.40 $2,475.20
PHC)
where the amount awarded is $5000
or more but is less than $10 000 $5,755.40 $3,699.90 $1,541.63
(arbitration exceeds 2 hrs) (with $822.20 $1,644.40 $2,877.70
PHC)
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APPENDIX AD - Professional costs to be awarded to plaintiff where defendant accepts offer of
compromise

Compromise amount accepted

If offer of compromise
was accepted within
28 days after notice of
defence given

If offer of compromise
was accepted within 28
days after pre-hearing
conference (if held)

If offer of compromise
was served at least 7
days before arbitration

where the compromise amount
accepted is $500 or more but does
not exceed $3000

(without PHC)
where the compromise amount

accepted is $500 or more but does
not exceed $3000

(with PHC)

$509.75 $1,019.50 $1,529.25

$606.00 $1,212.00 $1,818.00

where the compromise amount
accepted exceeds $3000 but is less
than $5000

(without PHC)
where the compromise amount

accepted exceeds $3000 but is less
than $5000

(with PHC)

$549.75 $1,099.50 $1,649.25

$669.25 $1,338.50 $2,007.75

where the compromise amount
accepted is $5000 or more but is
less than $10 000

(without PHC)

$589.25 $1,178.50 $1,767.75

where the compromise amount
accepted is $5000 or more but is
less than $10 000

(with PHC)

$733.00 $1,466.00 $2,199.00
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